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REVIEW OF 1983 ALCOHOL-INVOLVED AVIATION ACCIDENTS

This publication contains the briefs of 1983 aviation
accidents which involved alcohol use 1/ by the pilot-in-command;
there were 44 such aviation accidents (36 of which were fatal).
In 39 of these‘accidents (36 of which were fatal), toxicological
tests provided positive evidence of alcohol present in the
pilot-in-command. Information, such as witness reports, gathered
during the accident investigations provided evidence of alcohol
use in the other 5 accidents.

Table 1 compares alcohol involvement in all aviation
accidents (air carrier and general aviation) that occurred in
1983 with those that occurred from 1975 through 1981.2/ Data in
the table indicate that alcohol was involved in 9.1 percent of
all aviation accidents in 1983 in which valid toxicology tests
were conducted.3/ Although this is somewhat lower than the mean
of the years 1975 through 1981 (the mean was 10.1), it is not a
statistically significant difference. Approximately 74 percent
of the pilots fatally injured in accidents in 1983 were tested
for alcohol, & level comparable to that of previous years.

1/ For the purpose of this review, an alcohol-involved accident
is one in which alcohol was cited by the Safety Board as a
cause or a factor;, or one in which the tests of the pilot for
alcohol were positive or one in which the witnesses
established that alcohol had been used by the pilot.

2/ Aviation accidents that occurred from 1975 through 1981 were
reviewed to determine the extent of alcohol involvement in
these accidents. The findings were reported in NTSB Safety
Study SS-84-03 "Statistical Review of Alcohol -Involved
Aviation Accidents.”

3/ Most of the accidents in which toxicological tests are
performed are fatal but tests are made in some non-fatal
crashes. Therefore, the results from these accidents should
not be extrapolated to aviation accidents of all severities,
The results, however, probably do reflect the level of
alcohol involvement in fatal general aviation accidents.
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A comparison of the alcohol involved accidents by type of
flying, i.e. general aviation, air taxi/commuter, revealed that
there were no commuter accidents which involved alcohol in 1983
and only four such accident from 1975 through 1981, In 1983
there also were no on-demand air taxi accidents which involved
alcohol; from 1975 through 1981 there were 16 such accidents,

In 1983 about 9.6 percent of the general aviation accidents with
valid toxicology tests, were positive for alcohol. From 1975 to
1981, about 10.5 percent of the general aviation accidents
involved alcohol.
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AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORTS
BRIEF FORMAT
ALCOHOL AS A CAUSAL FACTOR
CALENDAR YEAR 1983
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